Clinical and radiologic features of unilateral and bilateral schizencephaly in polish pediatric patients.
Schizencephaly is a rare and severe congenital brain defect. Its etiology is not unequivocal and its clinical course differs with every case. The aim of the study was to analyze correlations between clinical and radiologic features of schizencephaly in Polish patients. The study group consisted of 25 children. Epileptic seizures were observed in 60% of cases and in 32% epilepsy was drug resistant. Generalized hypotonia was found in 24%, spastic diparesis in 48%, and spastic hemiparesis in 28% of cases. Seizures were more frequent in the bilateral than unilateral schizencephaly subgroup (72% vs 29%, P = .045). There was a correlation between the presence of the bilateral type II schizencephaly and the occurrence of seizures (P = .002, r = 0.578). There is a correlation between the type of schizencephaly and the presence of seizures in Polish pediatric patients. In most of the patients, schizencephaly leads to developmental retardation and epileptic seizures.